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This paper comprises a current state assessment of the nutrition landscape in Vietnam to 
identify potential climate service entry-points. Through secondary research of global 
databases, ministry websites and previous studies in this field we mapped a list of nutrition-
specific and nutrition-sensitive interventions, stakeholders, and data sources in Vietnam. 
This was followed by interviews with key stakeholders, which highlighted the major 
challenges and opportunities for using climate data to inform programs and policies aimed 
at improving nutritional outcomes within the country. The results indicate there are capacity 
and coordination challenges amongst government departments and between government 
and development agencies. The key stakeholders we interviewed are cognizant of the effect 
of climate on food systems and nutrition. It is possible, therefore, that with an increased 
awareness at the leadership level necessary systemic changes can be achieved. It is 
recommended to prioritize the inclusion of climate indicators into the nutrition surveys in 
particular and policy decisions in general, followed by strengthening the data-sharing 
(climate data) and coordination mechanisms between departments. Finally, the upcoming 
National Nutrition Strategy (2021-30) offers a great opportunity to formalize the climate and 
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This paper was produced as part of a landscape analysis of nutrition sector to discover 
potential entry points for climate service in six countries (Vietnam, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 
Senegal, Colombia, and Guatemala) for the Adapting Agriculture to Climate Today, for 
Tomorrow (ACToday) project, a Columbia World Project led by the International Research 
Institue for Climate and Society (IRI) at Columbia University. This analysis was done in 
collaboration with the CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition and Health 
(A4NH) and the CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
(CCAFS). This research will contribute to the progress of ACToday as the program works 
alongside the Alliance of Bioversity International and the International Center for Tropical 
Ag ic e CIAT  DeRISK S hea  A ia i i ia i e  b i d the institutional capacity of the 
government to generate, tailor, and communicate climate services to improve climate risk 
management in Vietnam. 
The authors would like to thank the interviewees from Vietnam National Institute for 
Nutrition, Zero Hunger Initiative, General Statistics Office in Vietnam, among others for 
their insightful contributions, the ACToday Vietnam team for their guidance and support, 





Acronyms ................................................................................................................................. 5 
Introduction ............................................................................................................................. 7 
Research methodology .......................................................................................................... 10 
Results.................................................................................................................................... 13 
 Summary of the findings from secondary research .......................................................... 13 
 Key findings from primary research .................................................................................. 15 
Conclusion and recommendations......................................................................................... 21 
Appendix ................................................................................................................................ 22 








A4NH  Agriculture for Nutrition and Health 
ACToday Adapting Agriculture to Climate Today, for Tomorrow 
AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome 
CCAFS  CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
CIAT  International Center for Tropical Agriculture 
CIRAD  French Agricultural Research Center for International Development 
FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
GINA  Global database on the Implementation of Nutrition Action 
GNPR  Global Nutrition Policy Review 
GSO  General Statistics Office 
INGO  International Non-governmental Organization 
IPCC  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
IRI  International Research Institute for Climate and Society 
IYCF  Infant and Young Child Feeding 
LBW  Low Birth Weight 
MARD  Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Vietnam 
MOH  Ministry of Health, Vietnam 
MOIT  Ministry of Industry and Trade, Vietnam 
2 
 
MONRE Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Vietnam 
MOST  Ministry of Science and Technology, Vietnam 
NCD  Non-communicable Disease 
NGO  Non-governmental Organization 
NIN  National Institute of Nutrition, Vietnam 
NSN  Nutrition Surveillance Network 
UNICEF  United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund 
USAID  United States Agency for International Development 
WB  World Bank 
WHO  World Health Organization 





World over, 821 million people  one in nine  go hungry each night, while one in three 
suffer from some form of malnutrition (World Food Program, 2019). Over the years, strident 
progress has been made in addressing the issue of global hunger  in spite of an increase in 
he d  a i  he ab e be  f h g  e e ha  g e d  i  he a  
several decades (World Food Program, 2019). Yet, their distribution and the progress has not 
been uniform. The vast majority of the world's hungry people live in developing countries 
(World Hunger Statistics, 2019), and the steady decline in world hunger that characterized 
the past decades is not true anymore (SOFI 2019 - The State of Food Security and Nutrition in 
the World, 2019). The situation is worsening in South America and most regions of Africa, 
while the rate of improvements in nutritional outcomes in Asia has significantly slowed 
down (WHO, 2018). 
This directly threatens the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 2 that aims to 
e d h ge  achie e f d ec i  a d i ed i i  a d e ai ab e 
ag ic e  b   (Martin, 2019). Much troubling still is the long-term developmental 
consequences of hunger and malnutrition among mother and children. Nutritional status of 
e  d i g eg a c  i  a e ia   he he  hea h a  e  a  f  hea h  fe a  
growth and development (Bhutta et al., 2013). Just as importantly, early childhood nutrition 
is essential to their growth and cognitive development thereby influencing their 
development potential (ibid.) (Nurliyana et al., 2016). 
Climate change has contributed to the recent reversals in the progress made in tackling 
global hunger and malnutrition. It has a disproportionate effect on the poor and 
marginalized populations; by exacerbating poverty and inequality it hinders poverty 
reduction measures. A rather direct effect of climate change can be observed through 
i c ea ed c i a e a iabi i  hich i  defi ed a  he a ia i  i  he ea  a e a d he  
sta i ic  f he c i a e  a  e a  a d a ia  ca e  be d i di id a  ea he  e e  
(CCl FAQs | WMO, 2019). As a result, agriculture has become riskier as extreme events 
become more frequent and seasonal patterns have been disrupted, thus undermining food 
security particularly among rural households. 
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In such a scenario, accurate and localized climate information can go a long way in mitigating 
uncertainties and informing agricultural decisions. The process of generating and applying 
climate information for decision-making and climate-smart policy is termed as climate 
services (IRI, 2018). Climate services can help inform adaptation strategies to minimize the 
stress placed by highly variable rainfall, increased temperature, and extreme climate events 
on food production, and thus human diets and nutrition. 
ACToday is a project that aims to combat hunger by increasing climate knowledge in target 
countries. In Vietnam, one of the six target countries, IRI is working with CIAT and other local 
partners for identifying linkages among climate, food systems, diets and nutrition. Over the 
summer of 2019, the team set about to identify policies, programs and stakeholders 
engaged in improving nutritional outcomes, with the objective of identifying entry-points for 
climate services. 
The exercise should serve as a current state assessment of the development landscape 
within Vietnam with a focus on nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive interventions. The 
following sections of the report contain a description of the activities undertaken as part of 
the exercise and the key findings. 
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Table 1: Definition of nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive interventions and 
programs (Ruel, Alderman, & Group, 2013) 
  
Nutrition-specific interventions and programs 
x Interventions or programs that address the immediate determinants of fetal and child 
nutrition and development adequate food and nutrient intake, feeding, caregiving and 
parenting practices, and low burden of infectious diseases 
x Examples: adolescent, preconception, and maternal health and nutrition; maternal dietary 
or micronutrient supplementation; promotion of optimum breastfeeding; complementary 
feeding and responsive feeding practices and stimulation; dietary supplementation; 
diversification and micronutrient supplementation or fortification for children; treatment of 
severe acute malnutrition; disease prevention and management; nutrition in emergencies 
Nutrition-sensitive interventions and programs 
x Interventions or programs that address the underlying determinants of fetal and child 
nutrition and development food security; adequate caregiving resources at the maternal, 
household and community levels; and access to health services and a safe and hygienic 
environment and incorporate specific nutrition goals and actions 
x Nutrition-sensitive programs can serve as delivery platforms for nutrition-specific 
interventions, potentially increasing their scale, coverage, and effectiveness 
x Examples: agriculture and food security; social safety nets; early child development; 
maternal mental health; women's empowerment; child protection; schooling; water, 
sanitation, and hygiene; health and family planning services 
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Research methodolog  
The study was conducted for the ACToday Vietnam team, in collaboration with the CGIAR 
program Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH) as a landscape analysis of nutrition 
sector to discover potential entry points for climate service in Vietnam. The research work 
focused on the following two primary objectives of ACToday: 
x Identify and prioritize opportunities to improve the use of climate services in efforts 
to help end hunger, achieve food security, improve nutrition, and/or promote 
sustainable agriculture in each of six target countries 
x Generate evidence that can guide policy, practice, and research translation to 
improve the management of climate-related impacts on hunger, food security, 
nutrition, sustainable agriculture and beyond 
In line with the above objectives, a combination of desk-based research and interviews with 
key stakeholders, were used to gain information on: 
1. existing nutrition-specific and sensitive programming and policies, and the extent to 
which climate has been considered in these programs and policies; 
2. seasonal variation in the implementation of programs and policies; 
3. the extent to which gender equality is considered in programs and policies; 
4. the current use of climate information and services to support programming and 
policies; 
5. future opportunities for inclusion of climate services in existing programming. 
Task 1: To develop a list of the nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive 
interventions that are currently being implemented in the country 
As part of the research, existing programs and policies aimed at improving food and 
nutrition outcomes within Vietnam were identified. These included both nutrition-specific 
and nutrition-sensitive interventions. The Global database on the Implementation of 
Nutrition Action (GINA) was useful in kicking-off the secondary research. Additionally, 
websites of concerned government departments  primarily Ministry of Health (MOH) and 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD), and NGOs and INGOs working in this 
sector were searched. 
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The interventions were examined for inclusion of climate and gender considerations. While a 
more robust method for such an examination required qualitative coding of documents, this 
was de-prioritized owing to limited time. The list provided an effective starting point for 
identifying key stakeholders. There were considerable gaps in the information collected in 
this way, and interviews with key stakeholders were planned to rectify this. 
Task 2: To identify the key food and nutrition stakeholders in the country and 
their main roles and responsibilities 
The goal was to collect information in order to: 1) identify potential interviewees; 2) identify 
organizations that could increase their use of climate services; and 3) provide guidance to 
ACToday for potential partners moving forward. National and international stakeholders 
working in the field of food systems were identified through secondary research. In addition, 
we identified their specific sector of interventions and potential role in the use of climate 
services. This task was carried out simultaneously with Task 1, and included gender and 
climate considerations too. 
Task 3: To identify existing food and nutrition related databases in the country 
One of the challenges related to examining the relationships among climate, food systems, 
diets and nutrition is the lack of research that has examined these linkages. However, in 
many cases there are climate and nutrition data available that can be linked in order to 
examine these relationships. The purpose of this activity was to identify existing data that is 
available in the country that could be combined with climate data to examine these 
important relationships. Through secondary research, we identified the health and nutrition 
e  ha  e e ca ied  b  he g e e a  age cie  I  addi i  e f d WHO  
Nutrition Landscape Information System to be useful. 
Task 4: To conduct key stakeholder interviews for identifying climate service 
entry points 
Stakeholder interviews served the following purpose: 1) verify existing findings from the 
secondary research, 2) complete missing information on interventions, stakeholders and 
data as identified through the previous tasks, 3) identify climate service entry points by 




The following stakeholders were interviewed: 
1. gender expert in an international not-for-profit organization focusing on research 
and development in agriculture 
2. lead statistician of a non-profit organization providing nutrition training for the 
research team and partners 
3. chief consultant from relevant ministry 
4. nutrition expert in a leading academic institution and senior advisor to the 
government  
Interviews lasted between ~25-60 minutes. Interviews with the government stakeholders 
were arranged through a formal letter sent out in coordination with the CGIAR Research 
Program on Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH) Country and Engagement 
Coordinator in Vietnam. The questionnaire was shared beforehand, both as part of the 
formal process of seeking appointment as well as to help the interviewees anticipate and 
prepare for our questions. The interviews were semi-structured, i.e., they were mostly 
conversational and flowed from the answers provided by the stakeholders, while covering 
the topics provided in the interview guide. 
Ideally, the mapping exercise would have benefitted from additional iterations of secondary 
and primary research. Once again, paucity of time precluded such an approach. 
 
 






Summary of the findings from secondary research 
Nutrition-related intervention and policies 
Appendices 1.1 and 1.2 provide a list of key nutrition-specific and sensitive interventions in 
Vietnam that are either ongoing or have concluded in the recent past. While these also 
include specific policy interventions, they key amongst these are large-scale programs such 
as A4NH and CCAFS that serve as platforms for collaboration. 
The lists have been color-coded depending on whether they are focused on stimulating 
demand by generating awareness amongst population through education and counselling, 
or whether they are intended to regulate the supply side, so as to encourage availability of 
healthier food options. Certain programs are comprehensive in design and therefore 
influence both the supply and demand-side. The color classification scheme is provided at 
the end of Appendix 1.2. 
Key stakeholders 
Appendix 2 provides a descriptive analysis of the major stakeholders  organizations and 
platforms  that are working on research, development, policy advocacy, capacity building 
and management (non-exhaustive list). They span across the public, private and non-profit 
sectors. In addition, a list of prominent stakeholders in the field of agriculture and food 
security within Vietnam that participated in the workshop on platforms for healthier diets in 
Vietnam were considered. The inter-connection between the different platforms and their 





Figure 2. Platform mapping in Vietnam (Bakker & Herens, 2019) 
Among these, the organizations that most notably serve as common nodal agencies are 
highlighted in Figure 3. 
 
 





Existing food and nutrition related database 
Appendix 3 provides a list of existing food and nutrition related database along with the key 
indicators that these survey track. General Statistics Office (GSO) and National Institute of 
Nutrition (NIN) were identified as the key stakeholders responsible for producing primary 
data on nutritional outcomes in the country, with the support of multilateral institutions and 
other non-profit agencies. 
Key findings from primary research 
While the secondary research helped map a high-level nutrition landscape of Vietnam along 
with their key stakeholders and interventions, there remained substantial information gaps. 
Interviews with key stakeholders were used to bridge these gaps as well as to identify 
nutrition programs that may be climate sensitive. By understanding the challenges faced by 
the key stakeholders and through questions that emphasized the linkages between climate 
and nutrition, we could identify the extent to which climate data informed decision making. 
This helped acknowledge existing capacity constraints and to identify the possible entry 
points where climate information may be leveraged to help ameliorate nutritional 
challenges. 
Current state assessment 
Vietnam could benefit from increasing the use of climate data to drive decisions  both by 
applying it in existing sectors more 
intensively, and by using climate data 
in new sectors. This is of particular 
importance in a country with 
numerous and distinct geosystems 
that are highly vulnerable to climate 
change (IPCC, 2019; Tatarski, 2018). 
From our interactions with experts in 
non-profit and public sector, we were 
able to identify critical gaps that were 
echoed across multiple interviews. 






x Currently, MARD receives climate data through its unit Vietnam Disaster 
Management Authority, which in turn receives data (on cost-basis) from Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE)1. This data is provided to NIN in the 
form of reports instead of raw data  hich i i  NIN  abi i   a a e hi  da a i  
line with their own specific requirements. 
x MARD uses monthly reports from provinces and local administration for monitoring 
purposes, and annual survey data for the purpose of program design. However, 
access to information at the local level is an issue, particularly in the provinces with 
 di ic  i  ai  a ea  Ha Gia g  Ca  Ba g  Bac C  T e  Q a g  La  
Cai, Dien Bien, Lai Chau, Son La). This involves both  challenges in obtaining 
localized data, as well as in disseminating climate advisory to the last-mile. 
Data Quality 
x Geographical variations across the country range from floods in Northern 
Mountains, to storms and droughts in Central Highlands, and droughts and 
salinization in Mekong Delta. These require differentiated response and therefore 
add complexity. 
x Climate data as received by NIN proves inadequate to meet their needs primarily 
due to the lack of predictive capacity2 attributable to low spatial resolution. This is 
further complicated by highly localized occurrences such as heavy rainfall, which 
affect some communes of a district and not others. As a result, there has been some 
loss of credibility as after a few instances of false positives  warnings that are not 
followed by actual disasters  farmers stop heeding warnings, and as a result may 
suffer greater damage. 
 
 
1 MONRE has already developed a climate risk map 




x Both government and academic agencies have acknowledged the need to improve 
their ability to record, process and consume climate-data. Currently, these agencies 
lack substantial in-house capacity to identify and analyze the appropriate climate 
indicators that influence their respective interventions. 
Institutional constraints 
x Intent: The e f c i a e  he c  f d e  a d i i a  c e  
while understood in the academia, is not sufficiently reflected in the government 
interventions. For instance, nutrition surveys, so far, do not rigorously capture 
climate-related data. As a result of this, climate data do not appear to be the key 
drivers of policy decisions. This may indicate the need for increased information 
dissemination and collaboration between academic and political institutions within 
the country. 
x Investment: Current infrastructure for acquiring weather-data and disseminating 
climate information is unable to meet the requirements for the end-user as well as 
the targets set for themselves by the concerned stakeholders. This capacity 
constraint will only become more acute with increasing climate-change induced 
climatic variations and frequency of extreme events. 
x Integration: Climate services are applicable across a wide range of sectors. This 
requires coordination among multiple departments not only to acquire and analyze 
climate data, but to customize climate information for specific application and 
timely dissemination across concerned geographies. Poor communication and 
coordination between the different ministries in charge of different aspects of 
climate-related policies was mentioned by several respondents and have likely 
resu ed i  incoherent, diverging, competitive or even conflicting policies  (Pham et 
al., 2018). In addition, the lack of coordination is not exclusive to government alone, 




Potential climate service entry-points 
While we identified a number of constraints that prevent optimal usage of climate data, 
specifically in the field of food systems and nutrition, the experts and representatives that 
we interviewed were optimistic in their outlook. Together from the information gleaned 
through secondary research as well as from the suggestions provided by our key informants, 
we have identified several potential entry-points that would enable and improve the 
integration of climate data into program design and decision-making. 
1) Improving inter-agency coordination and data interoperability: Linkage of data 
between MARD and NIN remains a challenge. Currently, no integrated database 
exists. Previous collaboration between governmental and non-profit agencies to 
prepare a common framework integrating the climate, agriculture and nutrition 
database met with certain challenges. It is intended that the findings from this 
Gender and Nutrition in Vietnam 
In addition to climate, gender was one of the lenses through which we analyzed the 
nutrition landscape of the country. While a significant share of effort  in terms of 
policies and interventions  e e f c ed  i i g e  hea h  he  a ge  
remain passive recipients of such benefits. As highlighted in our interview with the 
gender expert, gender issues in Vietnam maybe more difficult to analyze as compared to 
other regions such as South Asia, for instance. Compared to the latter, women in 
Vietnam have been rather actively involved in agricultural and household decisions and 
yet still face similar issues of time-poverty and vulnerabilities that women in more 
orthodox societies have had to face. 
On a positive note, government agencies in the interviews have acknowledged the need 
to do more in the gender space. While gender-specific initiatives or policy are missing, 
some degree of integration has occurred: MARD supports women in improving their 
access to credit, providing support to build their own household business models (e.g. 
pig-rearing) along with capacity building to take charge of their livelihoods, such as cash 
transfers and vocational training. For example, when supporting farming cooperatives, 
the project requires a minimum 50% women representation in the management board. 
NIN focusses on vulnerable population including pregnant women and mothers, but 
does not lead any comprehensive interventions. 
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research, as well as some of the other extensive undertakings on this topic [ (Bakker 
& Herens, 2019), (CIAT & University of Michigan, 2019)] can serve as a stepping-
stone to advance the work on making the case for and improving inter-departmental 
data integration. 
2) Leveraging common platforms: The Nutrition Technical Working Group serves as a 
prominent platform to catalyze coordination between government and non-profit 
agencies within the nutrition landscape in Vietnam (Bakker & Herens, 2019). They 
ha e bee  i ed i  c ec i g da a  Vie a  i i  a d ca e a d a 
workshop to vet this data is under consideration. These programs offer extensive 
opportunity to integrate and improve data collected through individual studies. 
Furthermore, such events could be the ideal platform to bring climate-experts and 
government ministries together, which may be the first step in building political will 
towards integrating climate data to drive key policy decisions. 
3) Integrating sector-specific climate data: A critical step would be to identify the 
climate system indicators that influence food systems and to create a roadmap for 
recording and analyzing them. Vietnam has a National Nutrition Strategy (2011-20), 
which offers an overarching framework guiding all nutrition related interventions. 
NIN is about to embark on the National Nutrition Survey, which would act as an end-
line assessment for the past decade and help inform strategies for the National 
Nutrition Strategy (2021-30). NIN collects data at the provincial level through the 
Nutrition Surveillance Network (NSN)3, on an annual basis (sample survey), while a 
national household level census is conducted every 10 years. There is a plan to 
conduct the upcoming census at an individual level. Capturing relevant 
climate/environmental indicators through this survey should be the first step 
towards integrating climate information into the decision-making process. 
4) Overcoming capacity constraints: Currently, NIN uses climate data for preparing and 
providing emergency nutritional services to disaster-affected areas. As part of this 
 
 
3 NIN carries out nutrition surveillance survey for children under 5 years, caregiving mothers and pregnant 
women. Questions on food security are included from time to time 
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mandate, they also work on severe malnourishment and wasting. However, NIN has 
identified the need to improve their capability to use climate services for dietary 
assessment by measuring food production and availability. The need for improving 
the use of climate services is particularly acute at the local level where small-scale 
enterprises and local authorities generally do not have the resources, capacities and 
expertise (Pham et al., 2018). 
5) Improving climate advisory dissemination: Improving last-mile accessibility to 
climate information can ensure that the most vulnerable sections of the society are 
protected and prepared to take informed decisions in a timely manner. The Zero 
Hunger team, under MARD expressed willingness to collaborate on measures to 
improve dissemination of climate information to local farmers and citizens. 
Transmitting information to farmers in remote location is a challenge. While radio 
and television are used to spread information, farmers may often miss such 
warnings. Other channels are either costly (e.g. phones) or time-consuming, which 




4 Recently, a new Austrian technique has been piloted where the information from the station is directly 
transmitted to phones connected through a network to the station. This minimizes the dependence on people 
and transmission time. 
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Conclusion and recommendations  
The key government and academic institutions that we interviewed are cognizant of the 
importance of climate in food and nutrition, but agree that further action is required on this 
end. They demonstrated a high willingness for collaboration on topics identified above. 
Nevertheless, impact of climate is either not visible or not acknowledged at the top most 
level at present. This would require sensitization of leadership across all levels  ministers, 
government representatives, and officials of Ministry of Planning and Investment (as these 
allocate funds to programs) and Ministry of Science and Technology (responsible for state-
level funding on climate-related interventions). Multi-laterals and other development 
organizations, on their part, would need to demonstrate successful interventions to catalyze 
government uptake.  
Through our research it is evident that a need as well as willingness to strengthen the 
nutrition landscape exists across certain sectors in Vietnam. Strong political will within 
concerned ministries will be essential to catalyze this change. Improved inter-departmental 
collaboration combined with higher budget outlay, focused on building institutional 
ca aci ie   ge e a e  a a e  a fe  a d e  c i a e i f a i  (IRI, 2017) should 
follow. The Government of Vietnam is preparing its National Nutrition Strategy (2021-30), 
which offers an unprecedented opportunity for collaboration between government and 
experts to institutionalize much-needed changes. By embedding climate data within its 
various agriculture, food systems, health, nutrition, and disaster management programs, 
Vietnam can pave the way for impactful interventions and informed decision-making. This 





Appendix 1.1: List of nutrition-specific interventions  
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ee i g e e  
health care needs 










This Decree provides for 
information, education 
and communication on, 
advertisement for, trading 
in, and use of, nutritious 
products for infants, 
feeding bottles and 
dummies 











































BMS - Partially 
implemented; 
Promotion to the 
general public: 
Prohibition of 



























Focus on system-level 
outcome of improving 
food and nutrition 
security for health. 2nd 
phase will continue 
research on food systems 
for healthier diets; food 
safety; supporting 
policies, programs, and 
enabling research through 









in reshaping their 




and impacts. The 
program also 




the nutrition and 
















It seeks to address the 
increasing challenge of 
global warming and 





















policies and measures 
through strategic, broad-










Appendix 1.2: List of nutrition-sensitive interventions 
Policy/program 
name 














To improve the capacity of 
early detection, timely 
treatment and reports on 
malaria cases detected at 
health facilities; To 
improve the capacity of 
information analysis and 
utilization, producing 
regular reports in order to 
timely detect and response 
to outbreak and potential 
risks 
  Nation-wide 
VNM9P01 Support the MOH to 
effectively address 
inequalities in Sexual 
and Reproductive 
Health (SRH) and 
Family Planning (FP) 




and monitoring the 
implementation of 
evidence and human 
rights-based laws 
and policies 
Improved national policy 
environment to conduct 
participatory & evidence-
based advocacy for rights-
based national laws, 
policies & programs on 
adolescents & youth 
development issues; 
enhanced policy 
environment to prevent 
gender-based violence & 
harmful practices & enable 
delivery of multi-sectorial 
services; a strengthened 
evidence base to address 
inequality in policy 
advocacy on population 
and development, climate 
change, SRH & 
reproductive rights; and an 
improved policy 
environment to integrate 
population dynamics, 
health & social data into 
policies & programs to 
advance human rights, 




  Nation-wide 




Policy expanding the 





breastfeeding until 6 
months and along with 
dietary supplements until 2 
years of age; bans artificial 
Children up 












children 6 24 
months 
feeding bottles and 
pacifiers 
Labor Code Policy amended in 
2012 to extend 
maternity leave from 
4 to 6 months 















Program to increase 











Assess opportunities and 
constraints for smallholder 
production and marketing 
of cassava in different 
agroeconomic settings, 
especially access to 
extension services; 
Increase the adoption of 
improved cassava 




chain actors (farmers, 
traders, processors) and 
with support actors 
(researchers, government 
agencies); Develop policy 
recommendations and 
facilitate a dialogue on the 
opportunities for the 
development of the 
cassava industry and 
















Based on Invasive 
Pest Management 




SATREPS (a Japanese 
government 
program) led project 
to establish cassava 
pest management 
and healthy seedling 
management 
systems with the 
overall goal of 
introducing these 
models to the main 
cassava production 
areas 
Major disease pathogens 
are identified and a disease 
monitoring system is 
introduced; Insect pest 
management system is 
developed; Cassava seed 
system is established and 
new breeding technology 
that can shorten the 
breeding cycle is 
developed; Healthy 
seedlings and sustainable 
production methods are 




























to assess the access 
to CIS by women, 
their value and the 
results for women 
and men in terms of 
control of productive 
assets and decision 
making at household 
& community levels. 
The results of this research 
are meant to inform policy 
makers, researchers, 
funders, and implementers 
of climate services about 
promoting gender-
transformative CIS 








increase income and 
profitability in the 
agriculture sector 
The target beneficiaries 
enhance productivity and 
reduce losses following 
adoption of new strategies 
and practices through area 
specific weather forecasts, 






Demand side interventions Supply side interventions Both supply and demand side interventions 
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Appendix 2: Stakeholder anal sis 




Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 








Food systems CIAT works in collaboration with 
hundreds of partners to help 
developing countries make farming 
more competitive, profitable, and 
resilient through smarter, more 
sustainable natural resource 
management. It helps 
policymakers, scientists, and 
farmers respond to challenges of 
food insecurity and malnutrition, 
climate change, and environmental 
degradation. 
  
Leads the country 
coordination team 
for A4NH and CCAFS 
in Vietnam; Has 18 
ongoing projects in 
Vietnam. Sustainable 
food systems are 
one of their key 
contribution areas 







Health, Nutrition The Ministry of Health performs 
the function of state management 
of health, including: preventive 
medicine; medical examination and 
treatment, functional 
rehabilitation; medical 
examination, forensic medicine, 
psychiatric forensic medicine; 
traditional medicine and pharmacy; 
reproductive health; medical 
equipment; cosmeceuticals; food 
safety; health insurance; 
population; state management of 
public services in the field of state 
management of the ministry. 
  
MOH leads the 
government effort 
on food security and 
nutrition either 
directly as part of 
their "food safety" 
mandate or through 

























Nutrition It is the leading institution 
responsible for research, training 
and implementation activities in 
the field of nutrition, food sciences 
and clinical nutrition for the whole 
country of Vietnam. 
NIN leads efforts on 
both nutrition 
specific and sensitive 
interventions in 
Vietnam. It is part of 
all technical working 
groups/ committees 










Education The ministry performs the function 
of state management of preschool, 
general education, pedagogical 
intermediate, pedagogical college, 
higher education and institutions. 













Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 
in the use of 
climate 
services? 
about: educational goals, 
programs, content; regulations on 
examination, enrollment and 
diplomas and certificates; 
developing teachers and education 
managers; school facilities and 
equipment; quality assurance, 
educational quality accreditation; 
State management of public non-
business services under the 
ministry's state management scope  
level interventions 






Agriculture The key government department 
performing state management 
functions in the fields of 
agriculture, forestry, salt 
production, fishery, 
irrigation/water services and rural 
development nationwide, including 
state management functions with 
regard to delivery of public service 
Directly involved 




partnered with MOH 











Health WHO provides lead support to the 
MOH in convening the Health 
Partnership Group (HPG), and is 
the convenor for health within the 
One UN in Vietnam. The country 
office provides support at four 
levels: a) technical support to 
disease prevention programs and 
other areas in health; b) system 
design; c) coordination of the 
health sector and among 
development partners, and 4) 
positioning health in the context of 
development through its work on 
the social determinants of health. 
  
WHO's Strategic 
Priority#4 focuses on 
improving universal 
access to and 
utilization of a 
quality and gender-

















Child Welfare UNICEF  i i  i  Vie a  i   
make sure every child in the 
country is healthy, educated and 
safe from harm, therefore having 
the best start in life and a fair 
chance to reach her or his full 
potential and benefit from the 
c  e i  
UNICEF focuses on 


























Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 







Food, Agriculture FAO and the MARD work to 
provide an enabling environment 
for sustainable economic 
empowerment and social 
transformation. Priority areas 
include: Increased food security 
with focus on alleviation of hunger, 
malnutrition and food safety 
concerns; sustainable development 
of the agriculture sectors (including 
crop production, livestock, fisheries 
and forestry), contributing to the 
national Green Growth and other 
strategies on improved natural 
resources management and 
environment protection; New Rural 
Development and Sustainable 
Poverty Reduction; Enhancing 
resilience of communities to 
disasters and threats  
FAO is supporting 
the Government of 
Vietnam 
comprehensively on 
food security directly 
















UNFPA   i e e e  
access to quality sexual and 
reproductive health services, 
supports the collection and use of 
high-quality population data, 
facilitates policy dialogue and 
helped the Government in 
developing, implementing and 
monitoring evidence-based policies 
related to sexual and reproductive 
health, population and 




Focused on relevant 
topics such as 
Reproductive Health 




response is one 






Health, AIDS The Department of HIV / AIDS 
Prevention and Control is a 
specialized agency under the 
Ministry of Health, assisting the 
latter in performing the function of 
state management and law 
enforcement organizations, 
directing, administering, inspecting 
and monitoring HIV / AIDS 
prevention and control activities 
nationwide. 
  
VAAC is a govt. 
partner with UNICEF 










Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 












This is a leading specialized 
institute with scientific research 
function; training and retraining for 
specialized staff; health education 
and communication; international 
cooperation on malaria, parasites, 
insects that transmit diseases to 
humans and preventive measures; 
directing the lower levels in the 
whole country, directing the 









under the institute 



















ADB focuses assistance through 
three pillars: promoting job 
creation and competitiveness, 
increasing the inclusiveness of 
infrastructure and service delivery, 
and improving environmental 
sustainability and climate change 
response. 
  









HealthBridge began working in 
Vietnam in 1993. HealthBridge 
Vie a  jec  ha e add e ed 
i e  e a ed T bacc  
C Ge de  Re d c i e 
Health, HIV & AIDS, Cancer 
C Li ab e 
Ci ie a d N i i  Thei  ac i i ie  
in Vietnam have focused on 
research for advocacy, innovative 
approaches to technical assistance, 
capacity building, creating and 
strengthening networks and 
developing resource materials. 
  
They focus on 
interventions 
directly affecting 
nutrition and food 
security as well as 
nutrition-sensitive 
issues such as 
reproductive health 
and tropical disease 
burden. There is a 












Save the Children is the leading 
independent global organization 
for children. Our organization was 
founded in 1919 and we are 
working in 120 countries around 
the world. In Vietnam and around 
the world, we work every day to 
give children a healthy start in life, 
the opportunity to learn and 
protection from harm. Save the 
Children has an ambition to inspire 
three breakthroughs for children 
They focus on 
interventions that 
affect food systems 
among children 





















Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 
in the use of 
climate 
services? 





Alive & Thrive Nutrition A&T established large-scale 
advocacy and social and behavior 
change (SBC) programs that yielded 
dramatic improvements in 
exclusive breastfeeding and 











Food systems The International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI) provides 
research-based policy solutions to 
sustainably reduce poverty and end 
hunger and malnutrition in 
developing countries; it serves as a 
research center of CGIAR 
As the Lead Center 




units; leads Flagship 
4: Supporting 
Policies, Programs, 
and Enabling Action 
through Research 
(SPEAR), all research 
clusters in Flagship 
4; and co-leads 
Flagship 2, all 
research clusters in 
Flagship 2, and a 
research cluster in 
Flagship 1 













Food systems Bioversity International is a global 
research-for-development 
organization with a vision  that 
agricultural biodiversity nourishes 
people and sustains the planet. It 
delivers scientific evidence, 
management practices and policy 
options to use and safeguard 
agricultural and tree biodiversity to 
attain sustainable global food and 
nutrition security; works with 
partners in low-income countries in 
different regions where agricultural 
and tree biodiversity can 
contribute to improved nutrition, 




















Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 
in the use of 
climate 
services? 
resilience, productivity and climate 







ILRI in Vietnam works on significant 
research topics that include animal 
health and food safety, adaptation 
to risks of climate change, 
emerging infectious diseases, 
improved feeds and forages, 
animal genetics and livestock value 
chains. ILRI in Vietnam focuses on 
two priority research areas: (1) 
sustainable intensification of mixed 
crop-livestock systems and (2) 
mitigation of risks inherent in 
changing agricultural systems. 
  
Working on safety of 











Wageningen University & Research 
is a collaboration between 
Wageningen University and the 
Wageningen Research foundation. 
Its domain consists of three related 
core areas: Food and food 
production; Living environment; 
and Health, lifestyle and livelihood 
  
Leads Flagship 1 and 
co-leads all Flagship 











Food Security It is a research platform to ensure 
aff dab e a d afe f d f  A ia  
quickly urbanizing population, 
while harmonizing positive effects 
for income, employment and 
natural resource management in 
rural areas 
Being a collaboration 
between national 
and international 





officials, and private 
groups  









Health University focuses on public health 
training, research and consultancy 
with an objective of developing and 
strengthening health systems and 
community health promotion 
through training of human 
resources for health, conducting 
scientific researches, and providing 
high-quality services in the field of 
public health. 




Livestock   A4NH partners   
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Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 









Agriculture National university in human 
resource training and scientific 
research in agriculture and rural 
development. In March 2014, it 
was officially transferred from 
MOET to MARD. 
A4NH partners. 

























CIRAD, the French Agricultural 
Research Centre for International 
Development, is an organization 
working for the sustainable 
development of tropical and 
Mediterranean regions. Its 
activities concern the life sciences, 
social sciences and engineering 
sciences, applied to agriculture, 
food, the environment and 
territorial management. Its work 
centres on several main topics: 
food security, climate change, 
natural resource management, 







Southeast Asia - 
GREASE, with NIVR; 
Agro-ecology for 
Southeast Asia - 












Based on reorganization of the 18 
scientific research institutions 
under the MARD to: provide a 
comprehensive vision, strategic 
direction and oversight of 
agriculture R&D programs; conduct 
basic and applied research and to 
foster the transfer of new 
technologies; provide post-
graduate and professional training. 
  





















IPSARD is a think-tank for MARD, 
providing the analysis and results 
supporting strategy and policy 
formulation process in agriculture 
and rural development. 
Partner on MALICA   
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Stakeholder description Why are they an 
important 
stakeholder in the 
food system? 
What is there 
potential role 











It is a public non-business unit 
under the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, which 
functions in economic research, 
mechanisms, policies and fisheries 
development planning; 
international cooperation, training, 
basic investigation, consulting, 
technology transfer, consulting and 
services on economic and fishery 
planning nationwide. 
  









ICT The agency supports communities, 
especially vulnerable groups in 
Vietnam, access and benefit from 
ICT and communication services, 
through promoting partnerships 
and capacity building. 
  










Vie a  W e  U i  VWU  
was found in 1930. VWU has a 
network that operates throughout 
Vietnam at four administrative 
levels of central, provincial, district 
and commune ones with a total 
membership of above 13 million 
women. It is mandated to protect 
e  egi i a e igh  a d 
strive for gender equality. 
  
Implementation 
partner for roll-out 
of National strategy 








It is part of the country's political 
system and provides a platform for 
people to engage with the Party as 
well as a conduit for implementing 
the government's social programs, 




partner for roll-out 
of National strategy 








It is a socio-political organization of 
Vietnamese peasantry under the 
leadership of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam (CPV). It is primarily 
responsible for gathering, 
mobilizing, and educating farmers 
so that they can bring their 
ownership into full play and 
become active in learning to 
improve their capacity  
Implementation 
partner for roll-out 
of National strategy 












included in the 
dataset 
















information and status 
Annual (1999-
2017) 









Nutrition status, BMI, 
prevalence of high 




















Nutritional status of 





hygiene and safety 
1981-85, 1987-










Nutritional status and 
breastfeeding, 
micronutrients, Child 














Mortality and fertility 
indicators 




















Iodine salt test, Child 
Feeding, Fertility and 
child mortality, Access 



























on main food types - 
expenditure and 
amount, WASH - 
access to safe drinking 
water, flush toilets, 
waste collection 


















salt; Population below 
minimum level of 
dietary energy 
requirement, Child and 
women malnutrition; 




feeding, WASH, ANC 
iron supplementation, 
Diarrhea, Nutrition 












Bakker, S., & Herens, M. (2019). Platforms for healthier diets in Vietnam. Hanoi. 
Bhutta, Z. A., Das, J. K., Rizvi, A., Gaffey, M. F., Walker, N., Horton, S., Webb, P., Lartey, A., & 
Black, R. E. (2013). Evidence-based interventions for improvement of maternal and child 
nutrition: What can be done and at what cost? The Lancet, 382(9890), 452 477. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(13)60996-4 
CCl FAQs | WMO. (2019). http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/faqs.php 
CIAT & University of Michigan. (2019). Vietnam Food Systems: Summary of available data. 
From https://cgspace.cgiar.org/bitstream/handle/10568/100747/EATS-Vietnam-FINAL-
20190409-merged.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
IPCC. (2019). Global Warming of 1.5 oC. https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/ 
IRI. (2017). IRI – International Research Institute for Climate and Society | Adapting 
Agriculture to Climate Today, for Tomorrow. https://iri.columbia.edu/actoday/ 
IRI. (2018, January 31). IRI – International Research Institute for Climate and Society | 
Creating Climate Services in Bangladesh. https://iri.columbia.edu/news/creating-climate-
services-in-bangladesh/ 
Martin. (2019). Goal 2: Zero Hunger. United Nations Sustainable Development. 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/ 
Nurliyana, A. R., Mohd Shariff, Z., Mohd Taib, M. N., Gan, W. Y., & Tan, K.-A. (2016). Early 
nutrition, growth and cognitive development of infants from birth to 2 years in Malaysia: A 
study protocol. BMC Pediatrics, 16. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12887-016-0700-0 
Pham, H. T. M., Huynh, T. T. T., Duong, T. T., Kawarazuka, N., de Haan, S., Dang, D., & Béné, 
C. (2018). Food system policy baseline assessment Report from Vietnam. International 
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), 71. 
47 
 
Ruel, M. T., Alderman, H., & Group, M. a. (2013). Nutrition-sensitive interventions and 
programmes: how can they help to accelerate progress in improving maternal and child 
nutrition? The Lancet, 536-551. 
SOFI 2019—The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World. (2019). Www.Fao.Org. 
http://www.fao.org/state-of-food-security-nutrition/en/ 
Tatarski, M. (2018, October 30). New climate change report highlights grave dangers for 
Vietnam. Mongabay Environmental News. https://news.mongabay.com/2018/10/new-
climate-change-report-highlights-grave-dangers-for-vietnam/ 
WHO. (2018, September 11). Global hunger continues to rise. https://www.who.int/news-
room/detail/11-09-2018-global-hunger-continues-to-rise---new-un-report-says 
World Food Program. (2019). Zero Hunger. https://www.wfp.org/zero-hunger 




   
The CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food 
Security (CCAFS) brings together some of the world’s best researchers 
in agricultural science, development research, climate science and Earth 
system science, to identify and address the most important interactions, 
synergies and tradeo!s between climate change, agriculture and food 
security. For more information, visit us at https://ccafs.cgiar.org/. 
Titles in this series aim to disseminate interim climate change, 
agriculture and food security research and practices and stimulate 
feedback from the scientific community.
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